Comments on Reasons for Allowance 



Applicants respectfully disagree with the Examiner's characterization of the 
teachings of The Advisory Board Company's Chapter 4 - Managing Core 
Competencies of the Corporation, Tactic #17 Organizational Network Mapping ("Tactic 
17") reference. Applicants' interpretation and analysis of the teachings of Tactic 17 is 
set forth fully in the Amendment submitted on March 12, 2007. Tactic 17 merely relates 
to using social network analysis techniques to generate graphic representations that 
expose flaws in work interactions within a single organization. Tactic 17 fails to teach or 
suggest a model that generates a single objective output value based on analyzing data 
related to the relationship dynamics of a collaborative relationship, including four 
separate components, namely level of joint work, level of communication, quality of 
interaction, and connectivity of social structure of relationship. As such, Applicants 
respectfully disagree with the Examiner's statements regarding the scope and content 
of the Tactic 17 reference. 

Furthermore, Applicants' authorization of claim amendments should not be 
construed to be an admission of the propriety of the rejections or acquiescence to the 
Examiner's characterization of the art. The right is reserved to file further continuation 
and/or divisional patent applications for this subject matter and Applicants are not, in 
any manner, waiving or abandoning any rights to this subject matter. 
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Respectfully submitted, 



Dated: JJ^iALj 5, iDOlr 

Correspondence Address: 

Kathryn A. Marra 

General Motors Corporation 

Legal Staff - Mail Code 482-C23-B21 

PO Box 300 - 300 Renaissance Center 

Detroit, Michigan 48265-3000 

Ph: 313-665-4708 

Fax: 313-665-4976 
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Anna M. Budde 
Reg. No. 35,085 



Jennifer M. Woodside Wojtala 
Reg. No. 50,721 

Harness, Dickey & Pierce, P.L.C. 
P.O. Box 828 

Bloomfleld Hills, Michigan 48303 
(248) 641-1600 
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